Royalton Township Regular Board Meeting Minutes
6052 Royalton Road, Braham, MN 55006
Email: royalton@royaltontownship.com -- Website: www.royaltontownship.com
28 October 2025
Approved

7:30 p.m., 28 October 2025, Chair Jeff Schlaeger called the Royalton Township regular board meeting to order,
with Supervisors John Graham and Pete Belland and Clerk Duane Swanson present. Zoning Administrator John
Kemen, Septic Administrator Amy Thompson, Road Superintendent Dan Saumer, and Acting Deputy Clerk
Priscilla Schneider also attended, along with members of the public. The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to approve the agenda as presented. The motion carried
unanimously.

Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Belland seconded, to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting of 30
September 2025 as presented. The motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor Belland moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to approve the minutes of the 30 September 2025
public hearing as presented. The motion carried unanimously.

In the absence of Treasurer Jenessa Saumer, Clerk Swanson read her September report, noting that as of 1
September 2025, the township had a beginning balance of $313,395.17 in the treasury. Deposits were
$11,661.86; disbursements were $72,415.20, with an ending bank balance on 30 September 2025 of
$322,425.43. Outstanding checks were $69,783.60 and a certificate of deposit in the amount of $51,996.27 was
in place, leaving a spendable balance of $252,641.83. Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to
approve the report. The motion carried unanimously. Clerk Swanson noted that Oslin’s had submitted a check
for the credit balance with them so that account is now cleared. Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham
seconded, to authorize Treasurer Saumer to enter into autopay agreements with Gigfire, ECE, and Lumen
(CenturyLink). The motion carried unanimously.

Chair Schlaeger called for discussion of checks #11680-11707 in the amount of $29,409.94, with checks 11676-
11679 being void. Supervisor Graham moved, Chair Schlaeger seconded, to approve payment of the checks as
presented. The motion carried unanimously with Chair Schlaeger and Supervisors Graham and Belland voting
“Aye‘”

Planning Commission recommendations:

Clerk Swanson noted that the commission had recommended approval of the camera security policy draft dated
28 October 2025. Supervisor Belland moved, Chair Schlaeger seconded, to refer the policy to Travis Kemen for
his endorsement and to authorize Mr. Kemen to prepare a quotation for the installation of exterior cameras
covering the entrances and exits to the town’s three buildings and to the playground/picnic shelter. The motion
carried unanimously.

Noting the commission recommendation to adopt, Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to
approve draft ordinance 2025-02 regulating parking on Country Drive, to approve summary publication of the
ordinance in the Pine City Pioneer, and to approve Clerk Swanson’s draft letter to landowners abutting Country
Drive informing them of the ordinance’s adoption. The motion carried unanimously. Corollary to this
ordinance, Road Superintendent Saumer was authorized to erect two “No Parking” signs on Country Drive. Said
ordinance shall be part of these minutes.

At Zoning Administrator Kemen’s suggestion, Supervisor Graham moved, Chair Schlaeger seconded, to send a
letter to owners of 11183 Country Drive (PID 290136002) that their property is in violation of the town’s blight
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Ordinance. The motion carried unanimously.

Clerk Swanson noted that Pine County Administrator Kelly Schroeder had forwarded a response to the township
detailing which jurisdiction had which responsibilities relative to cannabis regulation.

The board noted that camping had ceased at 5271 Royal River Road (PID 295110000) for the season and that
septic upgrades will occur next year.

Old Business:

Septic issues: Regarding PID 295231000 (1995 Royal Heights Lane), neighbors have noted that a substantial
amount of junk remains. It appears that new owners have taken possession. The board authorized the office to
contact County Administrator Schroeder with an update and a request for septic information.

Zoning issues: Regarding PID 295137000 (5214 Royal Woods Road), Building Official Caleb Christenson
reported that the situation is a mess. By consensus, the board asked the office to draft a letter citing concerns for
its consideration at the November meeting. No additional action has been taken regarding PID 290043000 (8011
Cabin Drive). Zoning Administrator Kemen and the owners of 9451 Brunswick Road (PI1D 290157000) are
attempting to meet about a fence permit. Building Official Christenson and Building Inspector Dan Rydberg are
in contact with the owners of 1437 Royal Heights Lane (PID 295223000).

Brian Stuckey (5436 Woodland Road, PID 290244004) addressed the board with his concerns over his
experiences with zoning for a building on his property. Originally designed as an agricultural shed, Mr. Stuckey
recounted his experience in receiving a site permit, alleging that there is no clarity in the zoning ordinances or
who is responsible for making decisions, what the costs are, why he had to pay for a second septic design, and
what was the definition of an agricultural shed. He decried having to pay for a building permit requiring a plan
check fee. When asked if the existing septic system would be tied to the current building, Mr. Stuckey
responded that it would not be. The bathroom would have its own holding tank.

Road issues: Supervisor Belland reported that the ditching along Bluebell Road had been completed. Board
members discussed a snowplow policy; Clerk Swanson will provide copies of the existing policy to the board.
Because Pine County is not part of the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area, said policy is not required to be published
annually.

Campus building issues: Most agenda items are still on hold. By consensus, the board decided not to repaint the
records/supplies room even though the paint on the wall repairs does not exactly match the existing. Road
Superintendent Saumer has replaced the pads on the AED. Clerk Swanson reported that with the switch to a new
garbage hauler that collects recycling only once per month plus the increased amount of cardboard from Amazon
orders the recycling can fills quickly. It appears that someone has been dumping personal recycling in the town
container. By consensus, the board recommended that the recycling container be placed in the shed. Town hall
Cleaner Paul Benoit has informed Clerk Swanson that the vacuum cleaner is not functioning properly. Chair
Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to have repaired or, if that is not feasible, to replace it. The
motion carried unanimously. By consensus, the board approved Clerk Swanson’s draft of a letter to the renter in
charge when the kitchen window was broken seeking repayment of $398.27 still owed after the damage deposit
check had been cashed.

The board discussed the proposed administrative assistant position. Acting Deputy Clerk Schneider had
concluded that her current duties total between 16 and 20 hours per month. By consensus, the board asked Clerk
Swanson and Acting Deputy Clerk Schneider to draft an advertisement for the position at a salary of between
$18 and $25 per hour, share it with the supervisors, and then publish it on the website and in the legal newspaper.
The position would carry no vacation or sick benefits beyond those required by state or federal laws.
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New Business:

The board reviewed Clerk Swanson’s background memorandum on Minnesota’s new paid leave program that
will become effective 1 January 2026. Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Belland seconded, to name Treasurer
Jenessa Saumer as the paid leave administrator, recognizing that this responsibility may increase her hours. As
the payroll person, this duty logically falls under her purview. The motion carried unanimously. Supervisor
Graham moved, Chair Schlaeger seconded, to have the township pay the entire cost of the program, that being
0.66% of payroll. To require a percentage of deductions from all employees would be an administrative burden
that would cost more to implement than paying the approximately $250 in annual premiums that could be
withheld from wages. The motion carried unanimously. Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded,
to establish an intermittent paid leave policy requiring that time taken through the paid leave program be taken in
increments of no less than eight (8) hours. The motion carried unanimously.

The board noted that the Pine County assessor has set 9:00 a.m., Monday, 27 April 2026, at the Royalton
Townhall as the tentative date for the 2026 local board of appeal and equalization meeting. By custom, the
annual road inspection will follow this meeting.

Road Superintendent Saumer reported that the snowplow truck has been inspected and is ready for use, except
for the wing being attached. He also reported that all the fire extinguishers in the buildings and vehicles had
been recharged.

Public Forum:

Patrice DeGray recounted the inadequacy of the town’s zoning ordinance and requested that the above
referenced communication from County Administrator Schroeder be shared. [After the meeting all who wished
a copy were supplied with one.] Denise Weis noted that the grow lights from the greenhouses on Cabin Drive
are an increasing nuisance. John DeGray questioned when the existing zoning ordinance will be enforced.

Correspondence:
The board noted Carr’s Tree Service solicitation for business.

FYI:

Chair Schlaeger reported that the municipal delegation agreement with the Minnesota Department of Labor and
Industry appointing Caleb Christenson had been signed and that the September report of new residence building
permits had been submitted to the US census bureau.

The next working planning commission meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., Monday, 10 November 2025.

The next regular planning commission meeting will be at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 25 November 2025.

The next regular board meeting will be at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 25 November 2025.

At 9:03 p.m., Supervisor Belland moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to adjourn. The motion carried
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Duane P. Swanson, Clerk
Jeff Schlaeger, Chair
John Graham, Vice-Chair
Pete Belland, Supervisor

Jenessa M. Saumer, Treasurer
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