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6:37 p.m., 9 December 2025, Chair Jeff Schlaeger convened the Royalton Township working
planning commission meeting with Members Pete Belland and John Graham, Clerk Duane Swanson
and Treasurer Jenessa Saumer present. Zoning Administrator John Kemen, Septic Administrator
Amy Thompson, Acting Deputy Clerk Priscilla Schneider, and members of the public also attended.

Members reviewed the 9 December draft of the findings of fact for Christopher DeGray’s excavating
and landscaping interim use permit, recommending the following changes: “The business anticipates
a complement of no more than twenty (20) employees in the future.” Change hours of operation
from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to match what the zoning ordinance says. Under restriction number 2,
add the phrase “including retired equipment,”. Under restriction #11, include “or equipment” after”
after materials and reference including the parcel map from Beacon showing land in the flood plain.

Members recommended that candidates for the administrative assistant position be asked to come to
the town hall to meet with Treasurer Saumer, Acting Deputy Clerk Schneider, and Clerk Swanson
between 5:45 and 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 16 December 2025.

Member Belland led the meeting in a page-by-page review of the 62-page proposed zoning
ordinance draft dated 12 May 2025. Members identified numerous grammatical and formatting
issues that need to be corrected. The following substantive issues were discussed: During the last
redraft by legal counsel all references to zoning administrator were changed to building official.
Members reviewed approximately two dozen instances of the term to determine which official
follows Royalton’s procedures. Members noted the need for a definition of “Building official” and
recommended “A person or firm appointed by the town Board to administer and enforce the state
building code.” The board noted several instances where an access easement of 33 feet needed to be
changed to a tract of not less than 66 feet owned in fee simple to parcels not currently having an
access to a public road (landlocked parcels). Royalton Township does not permits new easements to
such landlocked parcels. Member noted the wish to combine conditional and interim use lists giving
the township authority to decide which type of permit is best for each request. Members noted that
“logging” and “organized group camps” are the only uses that do not have definitions. Regarding lot
area requirements, Zoning Administrator Kemen and Septic Administrator Thompson will revise
wording. Under Section 9, members recommended that this section include a subdivision noting that
building permits are needed from the township building official. Members concluded that all
references to septic systems shall “meet or exceed” all current Minnesota septic statues and the
Royalton Township subsurface septic treatment systems ordinances. Regarding Section 17,
members noted the removal of all notification of neighbors for conditional or interim use permits.
Members recommended that only adjacent property owners be notified.

Member Graham noted that the need for reviewing the status of existing conditional use permits.

Clerk Swanson distributed a spreadsheet of those known CUPs and IUPs. Chair Schlaeger asked
members to review the spreadsheet.
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At 8:24 p.m., Chair Schlaeger concluded the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Duane P. Swanson, Clerk/Member

Pete Belland, Supervisor/Member

John Graham, Supervisor/Member

Jenessa Saumer, Treasurer/Member

Jeff Schlaeger, Chair/Member
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