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Royalton Township Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

6052 Royalton Road, Braham, MN 55006 

Email: royalton@royaltontownship.com -- Website: www.royaltontownship.com 

16 December 2025 

Approved 

 

7:30 p.m., 16 December 2025, Chair Jeff Schlaeger called the Royalton Township regular board meeting to order 

with Supervisors John Graham and Pete Belland, Treasurer Jenessa Saumer and Clerk Duane Swanson present.  

Zoning Administrator John Kemen, Septic Administrator Amy Thompson, Road Superintendent Dan Saumer, 

and Acting Deputy Clerk Priscilla Schneider also attended, along with members of the public.  The pledge of 

allegiance was recited. 

 

Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to approve the agenda with the addition of Mike 

Wickeham, website update, and planning commission membership.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Supervisor Graham moved, Chair Schlaeger seconded, to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting of 25 

November 2025 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer Jenessa Saumer read her November report, noting that as of 1 November 2025, the township had a 

beginning balance of $229,721.73 in the treasury.  Deposits were $88,836.17; disbursements were $20,289.23, 

with an ending bank balance on 30 November 2025 of $298,268.67.  Outstanding checks were $15,992.41 and a 

certificate of deposit in the amount of $51,996.27 was in place, leaving a spendable balance of $315,198.93.  

Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to approve the report.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Clerk Swanson noted that an application had been submitted to NAPA, Braham, for a charge account. 

 

Chair Schlaeger called for discussion of checks #11738-11755 in the amount of $6,956.79.  Clerk Swanson 

presented two late-arriving bills: Amazon Business ($193.09) and Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry 

($683.79) for building surcharge payments.  Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to approve 

payment of the checks as presented, including the two additional bills.  The motion carried unanimously with 

Chair Schlaeger and Supervisors Graham and Belland voting “Aye.”. 

 

Chair Schlaeger altered the agenda to ask Mike Wickeham to address the board.  Mr. Wickeham thanked the 

board for permitting use of the town hall for youth/adult firearms training in 2025 and requested to do so again in 

2026.  Prospective dates are 27, 30 April; 5, 7, 12, 14, and 15 May.  Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham 

seconded, to authorize the town hall for firearms training on the above dates at no cost.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Planning Commission recommendations: 

Supervisors considered the planning commission’s recommendation to approve Christopher J. DeGray’s 

application to operate an excavating and landscaping business at 11604 Harvest Road (PID 290040000).  Chair 

Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Belland seconded, to accept the commission’s recommendation for an amended 

findings of fact, restrictions and decision and to approve the application accordingly.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

All other planning commission issues were deferred until the next working meeting. 

Old Business: 

Septic issues: No updates. 
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Zoning issues: Regarding PID 290019001 (10696 Pine Bough Road), Clerk Swanson reported that legal counsel 

had been asked to draft a response to the owner regarding the need to clean up the property.  Regarding 9451 

Brunswick Road (PID 290157000), Clerk Swanson sent an email reminder to the owners that they needed to 

contact Zoning Administrator Kemen about a fence permit.  All other zoning issues lacked updates. 

 

Road issues: Clerk Swanson reported that a complaint had been received from a resident on Maple Shores Drive 

about two snowplows plowing snow into his driveway.  The board reiterated that the town has only one 

snowplow and that others plowing the road are doing so in violation of the town’s policy.  This particular 

situation has been handled by members of the Maple Shores community, and there is no need for town 

involvement at this time. 

 

Campus building issues: Clerk Swanson reported that Travis Kemen will be working with Kent Bombard to 

move the website and email to a new .gov address.  Both old and new addresses will continue to operate for a 

time.  Supervisor Graham moved, Supervisor Belland seconded, to authorize the office to contact ECE to 

connect the town hall with ECE Fiber at a cost of $64.95 per month.  Road Superintendent Saumer noted that 

ECE needs to be notified that an underground sprinkler system exists on the property and that this needs to be 

considered as the underground cable is laid.  The motion carried unanimously.  Clerk Swanson reported that two 

corner protectors had been added to minimize damage from moving tables around. 

 

Supervisors considered the three applicants for the administrative assistant position.  Chair Schlaeger moved, 

Supervisor Belland seconded, to hire Mollie Davis for the position at an anticipated 16 to 24 hours per month, to 

be compensated at the township’s regular hourly rate.  It is anticipated that this position will eventually establish 

a regular once-a-week open-hour session for public business and will attend board and planning commission 

meetings.  The motion carried two ayes, zero nays, and one abstention with Chair Schlaeger and Supervisor 

Belland voting “Aye” and Supervisor Graham abstaining because of a family connection with one of the 

applicants.  Chair Schlaeger thanked all applicants. 

 

New Business: 

Clerk Swanson introduced Resolution 2025-12 appointing election judges and an absentee ballot board for the 10 

March 2026 town election.  Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to approve the resolution.  

The motion carried unanimously.  Said resolution shall be a part of these minutes. 

 

In other new business, Clerk Swanson referenced a memo to the supervisors informing them of dates relating to 

the 10 March 2026 town election, specifically noting that filing for office will open on 30 December 2025 and 

close at 5:00 p.m., 13 January 2026.  The board reviewed, and approved by consensus, the quote ($8.35 per 

column inch) of the Pine City Pioneer to continue as the official newspaper of the town.  Supervisors reviewed, 

and approved by consensus, the summary consolidated liability insurance evaluation from MATIT for the town’s 

updated valuations on its three buildings ($546,210 for the town hall; $167,910 for the pole shed; and $221,899 

for the maintenance building).  The playground is covered but is not considered a building in this evaluation.  

Gary Valvoda has arranged for Bohdan Valvoda to take care of Gary’s half-staff duties should Gary travel during 

the winter. 

 

Chair Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to appoint Barb Dreyer to the planning commission, 

effective immediately, to replace Treasurer Jenessa Saumer.  The board thanked Treasurer Saumer for her tenure 

on the commission and noted that she was pleased to be relieved of this assignment.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Public Forum:  

Public forum was offered; no one spoke. 
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Correspondence: 

The board noted DW’s invitation to its county, cities, and townships meeting on 8 January 2026.  Clerk Swanson 

reported that numerous emails had been received complaining of the lighting at 7440 Cabin Drive.  By 

consensus, the board directed that the owner be asked to attend the next working meeting of the planning 

commission. 

 

FYI: 

Chair Schlaeger reported that the Pine County auditor had been notified of Royalton’s annual election, that the 

November report of new housing had been submitted to the US census bureau, and that the 2025 report of 

outstanding indebtedness (zero) had been reported to the Pine County auditor. 

 

The next working planning commission meeting will be at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 6 January 2026. 

The next regular planning commission meeting will be at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 27 January 2026. 

The next regular board meeting will be at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 27 January 2026. 

 

At 8:26 p.m., Supervisor Belland moved, Supervisor Graham seconded, to adjourn.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Duane P. Swanson, Clerk 

 

Jeff Schlaeger, Chair 

 

John Graham, Vice-Chair 

 

Pete Belland, Supervisor 

 

Jenessa M. Saumer, Treasurer 


