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Royalton Township Public Hearing Minutes 

6052 Royalton Road, Braham, MN 55006 

Email: royalton@royaltontownship.com -- Website: www.royaltontownship.com 

16 December 2025 

Approved 

 

6:37 p.m., 16 December 2025, Zoning Administrator John Kemen called to order the duly posted 

and published hearing of the Royalton Township planning commission.  Planning Commission 

members present: Chair Jeff Schlaeger, Supervisor John Graham, Supervisor Pete Belland, 

Treasurer Jenessa Saumer and Clerk Duane Swanson; Septic Administrator Amy Thompson also 

attended.  Approximately 10 members of the public were in attendance. 

 

Administrator Kemen declared the purpose of the hearing: To seek public testimony on an 

application of Christopher J. DeGray for an interim use permit to operate an excavating and 

landscaping business at 11064 Harvest Road, Grasston, MN 55030 (PID 290040000).  He 

announced the rules for the hearing as printed in the agenda.  Clerk Swanson had previously 

distributed to attendees a draft findings of fact based upon discussions during working planning 

commission meetings of 10 November 2025 and 9 December 2025 and the regular commission 

meeting of 25 November 2025.  Mr. DeGray had participated in these meetings at which times 

the commission reviewed the elements required in the town’s zoning ordinance to be considered 

before the granting of an interim use permit.  The commission recommended twelve (12) 

additional restrictions to which Mr. DeGray agreed. 

 

Administrator Kemen summarized the request and called for remarks from the audience.  Bryan 

Weis expressed concern about the possibility of dust, noise, and light emanating from 11064 

Harvest, which directly abuts his property; Denise Weis amplified those concerns.  Mr. DeGray 

responded to those concerns, noting that the distance to the residential property to the south is 

nearly 1,000 feet.  Noise diminution is complicated by the legal requirements for backup 

notifications on trucks, although most trucks will leave early in the day and return later in the 

afternoon.  Administrator Kemen led a discussion that resulted in an understanding by which Mr. 

DeGray would plant an east/west row of conifer trees to the north and west of the Weis residence 

by 1 July 2026 to minimize dust, noise, and visual concerns.  Mr. DeGray also noted that 

Grasston Excavating & Landscaping, LLC had material and equipment at parcels owned by John 

and Patrice DeGray. 

 

Clerk Swanson noted that the town office had received one written response endorsing this 

application; no other responses had been received from the thirty-five (35) letters sent to nearby 

property owners.  Administrator Kemen explained that the next step would be for the planning 

commission to discuss the comments made at the public hearing and make a recommendation to 

the board.  The board then would make a final determination.  Administrator Kemen asked for 

any additional comments; none was offered. 

  



Page 2 of 2 
 

At 7:01 p.m., Administrator Kemen thanked the audience for its participation and adjourned the 

public hearing. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Duane P. Swanson, Clerk 

 

ATTEST: 

 ________________________, John Kemen, Zoning Administrator 

 ________________________, Jeff Schlaeger, Chair 

 ________________________, John Graham, Member 

 ________________________, Pete Belland, Member 

 ________________________, Jenessa Saumer, Member 


